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OCEAN RECOVERY ALLIANCE JOINS GLOBAL TOURISM 
PLASTIC INITIATIVE TO TAKE ON PLASTIC POLLUTION 

  
July 8, 2021 – Ocean Recovery Alliance has today become a signatory of the Global Tourism 
Plastics Initiative, led by the United Nations Environment Programme and World Tourism 
Organization, in collaboration with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation.  
  
The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative unites the tourism sector behind a common vision to 
address the root causes of plastic pollution. It enables businesses and governments to take 
concerted action, leading by example in the shift towards a circularity in the use of plastics.  
   
As a signatory of the Global Tourism Plastics Initiative, Ocean Recovery Alliance and its Plastic 
Disclosure Project (PDP), which was the world’s first methodology for plastic footprint 
analysis, commits to eliminate, innovate and circulate its use of plastics. Specifically, by 
2025, it commits to commits to:  
  

 Encouraging our affiliated organisations and businesses or partners to join the Global 

Tourism Plastics Initiative and providing a number of services, programs and 

knowledge which the tourism sector can benefit from.  

 Advising and guiding affiliated organisations and businesses or partners to better 

manage plastics in their operations through practices, criteria, standards and/or 

policies, and support them to implement their commitments to the Global Tourism 

Plastics Initiative when applicable, by pursuing the Plastic Disclosure Project (PDP) 

which is a tool for the tourism sector to use in order to reduce the plastic footprints 

and waste impacts of its constituents and the communities they work in. 

 Sharing success stories, case studies and examples, when approved by the party in 

focus, on social media, its websites and speaking about their engagements on the 

topic. 

“The tourism industry is a significant information vector, education opportunity and 
engagement network for reducing plastic pollution at scale, both via the operations of the 
participants, and in beautifying the communities they serve, so we are excited to be sharing 
our PDP methodology with companies who are on the road to greatly reducing their plastic 
footprints,” said Douglas Woodring, Founder of Ocean Recovery Alliance and the PDP.  



  
Developed within the framework of the Sustainable Tourism Programme of the One Planet 
network, a multi-stakeholder partnership to implement SDG 12 on Sustainable Consumption 
and Production, the Global Tourism Plastics Initiative is led by the United 
Nations Environment Programme and the World Tourism Organisation, in collaboration with 
the Ellen MacArthur Foundation. The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative acts as the tourism 
sector interface of the New Plastics Economy Global Commitment, which unites more than 
450 businesses, governments, and other organisations behind a common vision and targets 
to address plastic waste and pollution at its source. As such, the Global Tourism Plastics 
Initiative will implement the New Plastics Economy vision, framework and definitions to 
mobilise the global tourism industry towards concerted significant action against plastic 
pollution.    
  
The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative aims to stop plastic ending up as 
pollution while also reducing the amount of new plastic that needs to be 
produced. To realise this vision, tourism companies destinations commit to eliminate the 
plastic items they don’t need; innovate so all plastics they do need are designed to be safely 
reused, recycled, or composted; and circulate everything they use to keep it in the economy 
and out of the environment.  
  
The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative requires tourism organisations to make a set of concrete 
and actionable commitments by 2025:   
 
 Eliminate problematic or unnecessary plastic packaging and items by 2025;   
 Take action to move from single-use to reuse models or reusable alternatives by 2025;   
 Engage the value chain to move towards 100% of plastic packaging to be reusable, 

recyclable, or compostable;   
 Take action to increase the amount of recycled content across all plastic packaging and 

items used   
 Commit to collaborate and invest to increase the recycling and composting rates for 

plastics   
 Report publicly and annually on progress made towards these targets.   

   
By transitioning to circularity in the use of plastics, the tourism sector can make positive 
contributions like reducing landfill, pollution, natural resource depletion and greenhouse gas 
emissions; raising awareness of conservation among staff and guests to avoid single-use 
plastic products; influencing their suppliers to produce more sustainable alternatives to 
single-use plastic products; working with governments to improve local waste infrastructure 
and community facilities; and creating sustainable livelihoods and long-term community 
prosperity in harmony with nature.   
  
By taking serious action in a coordinated and determined manner on plastic pollution, the 
tourism sector can help preserve and protect the places and wildlife that make destinations 
worth visiting.  

  
- ENDS -  
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NOTES TO EDITORS  
  
About the Global Tourism Plastics Initiative  
The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative is developed by the Sustainable Tourism Programme of 
the One Planet network, a multi-stakeholder partnership to implement SDG 12 on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production. The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative is led by the UN 
Environment Programme and the World Tourism Organisation, in collaboration with 
the Ellen MacArthur Foundation. The Global Tourism Plastic Initiative acts as the tourism 
interface of the New Plastics Economy Global Commitment. It endorses its common vision 
and is aligned with its commitments, definitions and framework.   
  
About the One Planet network Sustainable Tourism Programme  
The One Planet Sustainable Tourism Programme has the overall objective to enhance the 
sustainable development impacts of the tourism sector by 2030, by developing, promoting 
and scaling up sustainable consumption and production practices that boost the efficient use 
of natural resources while producing less waste and addressing the challenges of climate 
change and biodiversity. The One Planet Sustainable Tourism Programme is led by the World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) with the Government of France (Ministry for the Ecological 
and Inclusive Transition) and the Government of Spain (Secretariat of State for Tourism) as 
co-leads. The Sustainable Tourism Programme is part of the One Planet network, a multi-
stakeholder partnership to implement SDG 12 on Sustainable Consumption and Production.  
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-tourism  
  
About Ocean Recovery Alliance and Founder, Douglas Woodring 
Ocean Recovery Alliance has been working on reducing plastic pollution on a global scale for 
over 10 years.  As an NGO based in Hong Kong and California, it  has a unique perspective on 
much of the world’s waste footprint, and has as focused on solutions and innovations for 
reducing plastic pollution, including work with the World Bank, UN Environment and Clinton 
Global Initiative.  They are the founder of the Plasticity Forum, focused on solutions for 
second-life plastic, the Plastic Disclosure Project, and the Global Alert platform, each of which 
helps to create a world without the plastic footprint. Recently they have also co-founded the 
Collaborative Action on Plastic Pollution (CAPP). The founder, Douglas Woodring, was 
awarded the 2018 Prince’s Award from Prince Albert of Monaco for his work for the ocean, 
and is an inductee to the Int’l Marathon Swimming Hall of Fame. 
https://www.oceanrecov.org 
 
About the United Nations Environment Programme  
The United Nations Environment Programme is the leading global voice on the environment. 
It provides leadership and encourages partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, 
informing and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without 
compromising that of future generations.  

mailto:Kia@oceanrecov.org
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-tourism/global-tourism-plastics-initiative
about:blank
http://www.plasticity.global/
http://www.plasticdisclosure.org/
http://www.globalalert.org/
http://www.capp.global/
https://www.oceanrecov.org/


http://www.unenvironment.org   
  
About the World Tourism Organisation  
The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United Nations agency responsible for the 
promotion of responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism. As the leading 
international organization in the field of tourism, UNWTO promotes tourism as a driver of 
economic growth, inclusive development and environmental sustainability and offers 
leadership and support to the sector in advancing knowledge and tourism policies worldwide.  
https://www.unwto.org/    
  
About the Ellen MacArthur Foundation  
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation was launched in 2010 with the aim of accelerating the 
transition to the circular economy. Since its creation, the charity has emerged as a global 
thought leader, putting the circular economy on the agenda of decision-makers around the 
world. The charity’s work focuses on seven key areas: insight and analysis; business; 
institutions, governments, and cities; systemic initiatives; circular design; learning; and 
communications.  
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/  
  
About the New Plastics Economy Global Commitment  
The New Plastics Economy Global Commitment unites businesses, governments, and other 
organisations behind a common vision and targets to address plastic waste and pollution at 
its source. Signatories include companies representing 20% of all plastic packaging produced 
globally, as well as governments, NGOs, universities, industry associations, investors, and 
other organisations. The New Plastics Economy Global Commitment is led by the Ellen 
MacArthur Foundation, in collaboration with the UN Environment Programme.  
https://www.newplasticseconomy.org/projects/global-commitment  
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